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THE ST- CHAD gospels FROM Lichfield were received at 
froxheld jor repair and rebinding on 2nd Odoberigbi.Theyhad 
previously last been bound by F Bedford in 1862 when they were, 
cut into single leaves throughout ; there is evidence which tends 
to show that at the next preceding binding m qoj ( or a little 
carli erg then were already wore single leaves than when the ms. 
was written- -Bedford had sawn-m the leaves to receive the six 
cords on which it was sewn ; before sewing it had been very care- 
fully overcast in two- three-, and four-leaf (one only) sedions 
with Stitches about half an inch apart, close to and at almost 
the same intervals as the holes pricked in the inner margins for 
ruling the writing lines. After sewing on the six cords , ithadbeen 
glued, rounded and backed ; the edges hadbeen very lightly cut , 
perhaps only scraped , and gilt , earlier they had beenvenj heavily 
cut and coloured red. Some of the leaves had been m very close con- 
tact while wet, and the writing ink, but not the colour had set-off 

between several pairs of leaves (pp-6- 7, qb-iyj> 5 5 ^ l 59 - l 9 b 
206-207, 220-221). Many leaves , particularly at die beginning and 
end, and at the edges and near the spine at the head hadsnffered 
saw Structural damage from moulds Much of the colour had 
been damaged by water, abrasion and flaking. The leaves were 
cockled causing the boards to gape ; the joint of the front board and 
some of the slips of the cords were broken towards the head; the 
morocco was very little deteriorated. The cover ( returned to 
Lichfield) was in dark brown morocco over heavy mill boar s 
with two folds of parchment as fly-haves at both ends. Inside the 
fly-leaves at the beginning was a paper ms. description m Latin, 
preceded by a thinner paper leaf onwhich was paSkd an oblong 
MS. paper fragment. Inside die fly-leaves at the end were two 
early ms. leaves, one of winch appeared to have been used as joint 











and board-leaf (?) m cc previous binding, 
fter separating the leaves the glue was removed from die inner edges 
most of die repair-patches were removed ( but not the few original 
yatch es carry ing MS.') The leaves were relaxed between sheets of 
'Photoprinto' (T. B Ford ltd)) damyed with a 2 % aqueous solution of 
of 'Santobrite' (Monsanto Chemicals Ltd.) and dried undertensum 
ayylied at allfour edges , the drying being finished between changes 
of dry 'Photoprinto' under pressure. New vellum patches, and yurts 
of the original patches where theg had become detached were Stuck, 
with ‘Texicote'vAC.ggy orwith'Texicote'v.iooo (Scott Bader Ltd) 
both soluble in Acetone. Some weak areas of vellum have been rein-' 




forced with lens tissue (J. Barcimm Green Ltd.) impregnated with 
‘Tejdcote’v. 1000 Stuck dry, with heat. Much of the colour was insecure 
andhas been treated with asolution of LC.i.’s ‘MaranyV nylon com- 
pound c.ioy/p DV.55 in industrial methylated spirit. The inner . 
edges of alltheleaves have been scarfed on the verse (except pp.ziyzio 
scarfed on the redo, and py. tbi-tbx left unscarfed to show what are 
almost certainly early sewing holes m the line of thejvld). The leaves 
have beenjeined in pairs by Sticking them, one each, to the two scarfed 
edges <f new vellum Strips using'Texieote'v.iooo and pressure between 
waxed- sulphite paper. The bookhas been sewn in sections of three 
pairs of leaves ( except one of two pairs phis a new vellum guard: pp- 2, ]~ 
xiS>,2 ig-220, zzi -in, xzyxxg) with beeswaxed Not ycord flax 
Seaming on six double cords of No.x-f 1 o-eord Special Hilden Netting 
Twine ( both William Barbour ct Sons Ltd) The headbands have- 

been sewn m two Stages, theprimaty withNo.ib f- cord, the secondary 
with N0.1S ycord (both Barbour) over No. 2 i 1 o-cord, and’cello 
Siring gut respectively. The cords have been laced into quarter- cut 
English Oak boards without untwisting or thinning. The Spirit- 
has been covered with alum-tawed pigskin j it has been Stuck to the 
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boards ( but not to the backs of vlu sections) with boiled flour paSlr>. 
containing alum and thymol The joints of alum-tawed pigskin 
reinforced with linen have been Stuck with Texicote v. tooo to the 
veUum fly -leaves and Stitched, and Stuck with the same to the boards, 
-jfic two paper ms. leaves, tithe two MS. vellum leaves not forming 
part of the Gospels, but included in Bedfords binding have been 
attached with the fly-leaves at the end. The pads at head and tail , 
(Stitched with the secondary headbands l arc intended to protect the 
most vulnerable points; if necessary they can be replaced by cutting 
the vellum thonging tie-downs, lifting the outer layers of the pads and 

cutting the sewing of the secondary headbands. 
wakuihos : Vellum is very susceptible tv atmospheric changes and if 
the relative humidity rises above about 65% there is serious danger 
of fungoid growth , particularly at warm temperatures and in poor 
ventilation - If the %■ H falls below about go’!*, nlhtm will become 
increasingly Stiff, even brittle, which will encourage colour to flake 
from the surface . Ideally it should bekept at about $5/60% *» h- 
« about 60/65 deg. f. The book should be kept in its spring-loaded 
slip-case when not in use ; if it is Stored in a safe it should be exam - 
ined frequently with a chechonthe *.«. If k U left open m over-dry 
conditions the danger of colour-flaking will be increased- After 
being left open for long periods , or in unsuitable atmospheric conditions, 
there may be difficulty in returning it fully into its slip-case. Alum - 
tawed pigskin is not susceptible to damage by atmospheres polluted 
with sulphur dioxide as is vegetable - tanned leather. B u t it shou d 
not be washed with water, nor should it be treated with leather 
dressings. Vo not pull the bookjrom the slip-case by hooking afinge 

mrtheheadband.VeUum is attractive tv rats andmice- Adetailed 

leaf by leaf analysis of the mss. has been made, together with aful 
description of the condition before repair and rebinding, and a 








description of what has since been done. Jl copy of this is w follow 
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